382                    E. H. HARRIMAN
in Arizona and New Mexico, a new company was incorporated under the name of Arizona Eastern, which was empowered by its charter to build a road from Yuma to Lordsburg by way of Phoenix, Dud-leysville, the Gila Canon, and the San Carlos Reservation. This new company began at once to make location surveys and pushed them with all possible speed to completion. Meanwhile, the Phoenix & Eastern was also making location surveys, with a view to preempting a strip of land about eighteen miles long on the northern bank of the river, where, under its original map and location, it had no right of way. As this strip furnished the best and easiest means of access to the Gila Canon, each of the contending parties strove eagerly to get possession of it by prior location. The Arizona Eastern completed its surveys early in March, 1904, and on the I4th of that month at 9 A.M. filed its route map in the United States Land Office at Tucson, as required by the Act of Congress of March 3, 1875, granting rights of way to railroad companies over the public domain. The Phoenix & Eastern filed its own route map on the same day, but not until 9.20 A.M., so that the Arizona Eastern had a small margin of twenty minutes' priority. Both companies began grading operations on the disputed strip, and as the rival gangs of laborers were working almost side by side, they natu-